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Zimbabwean sworn in 
Taking helm, Mnangagwa vows to revive 
democracy, economy. — International, 6A 


Colorful consideration 
Craving more fall reds, yellows? These 10 
trees guarantee a good show. - Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Toby Passmore of Chan- 
dler, Ariz., called for help 
when his Scottish schnau- 
zer cornered a cat in a tun- 
nel dug by a giant tortoise 
but got stuck, prompting 
firefighters to arrive with 
shovels and a backhoe so 
the dog, dirty but unharmed, 
could be pulled to safety. 


E Stephanie Bohlen, a 
U.S. diplomat who works 
at a consulate in Brazil, was 
shot in the foot during an 
attempted robbery as she 
and a companion drove ona 
coastal road near a vacation 
town east of Rio de Janeiro, 
authorities said. 


E Jaroslaw Kaczynski, 
68, leader of Poland’s ruling 
party, was accused of trying 
to distract voters from a 
contentious overhaul of the 
country’s judicial system by 
being seen reading a book 
about wild and domestic 
cats during a session of Par- 
liament. 


E George Nellans, 43, was 
arrested on drug charges 
at the airport in Nashville, 
Tenn., when he arrived to 
pick up a bag that police 
said contained 44 pounds of 
marijuana that had gone un- 
claimed a day earlier from a 
flight from Seattle. 


E Toni Johnson, elections 
commissioner in Hinds 
County, Miss., said that low 
voter turnout wastes taxpay- 
er money, since the county 
has to order enough paper 
ballots for 60 percent of reg- 
istered voters but then has 
only 25 percent of them turn 
out for an election. 

E Zachary Merriam, 21, of 
Pittsford, Vt., pleaded inno- 
cent to a domestic-assault 
charge after police said that 
he clubbed his mother with 
a rifle during an argument 
over whether she was steal- 
ing meat from a deer he had 
shot. 


E Brett Reynolds, 36, of 
Whitehall, NY., who let an 
8-year-old sit in his lap and 
steer while he worked the 
pedals, was arrested after he 
left the child crying outside 
a house with a broken arm 
and rib, a punctured lung 
and head injuries after the 
car hit an embankment and 
then a tree, police said. 


E Markus Hellstrom, bak- 
ery division chief for a Finn- 
ish food company, said his 
countrymen “are known to 
be willing to try new things” 
in describing a new “insect 
bread” for which each loaf 
contains about 70 farm- 
raised house crickets that 
are ground up and added to 
the flour. 


E Christopher Murphy 
and Michael Colotti, two 
Stoneham, Mass., police 
officers, are being praised 
for their “calm and profes- 
sional response” in helping 
a woman in labor deliver a 
healthy boy on Thanksgiv- 
ing Day after realizing she 
wasn’t going to make it to 
the hospital. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 

Today Mild, with skies 
clearing. 

High 67, light 
northeast 
winds. 

Tonight Mostly 
clear and cool. 
Low 40. 
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UA fires Bielema after dreary year 


Quick exit clears way for coach search 


Bret Bielema hugs quarterback Austin Allen and defensive back Kevin 
Richardson II after Friday’s game in Fayetteville. Minutes later, interim 


Athletic Director Julie Cromer Peoples told him he was fired. 


TOM MURPHY, 
AZIZA MUSA 
AND ERIC BESSON 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

FAYETTEVILLE — The 
University of Arkansas, Fay- 
etteville fired football Coach 
Bret Bielema on Friday, min- 
utes after losing 48-45 to Mis- 
souri in the Razorbacks’ final 
game of a 4-8 season. 

Administrators made the 
decision “in its finality during 
the game” Friday, based on a 
season-long evaluation that 
included discussions with 
the previously terminated 
athletic director, Chancellor 
Joe Steinmetz said. 

“It would have been diffi- 
cult to continue with Coach 


Drew Webb and his girlfriend Morgan Bush stand at the front of a line of shoppers Friday morning 
at the Best Buy on Chenal Parkway as they wait to claim a 55-inch television. 


Retailers work to draw out 
Black Friday buying frenzy 


DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
AND WIRE REPORTS 


Shoppers were out before 
dawn in the U.S. for fun and 
for deals as retailers that 
have had a tough year were 
hoping to draw customers 
to their stores and websites 
for Black Friday, one of the 
biggest shopping days of the 
year. 

Black Friday has morphed 
from a single day when peo- 
ple got up early to score lim- 


ited-quantity bargains into 
a whole season of deals, so 
shoppers may feel less need 
to be out on the day after 
Thanksgiving. Some love the 
excitement, even if they’ve 
already done some of their 
shopping online. 

Drew Webb and Mor- 
gan Bush of Pine Bluff went 
Black Friday shopping in Lit- 
tle Rock only for Best Buy’s 
Friday door-buster deal: a 
55-inch Toshiba TV. 


State, nation see surge 
in citizenship sign-ups 
Arkansas’ 54% gain U.S’ 4th-highest 


ERIC BESSON 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Applications for U.S. 
citizenship have spiked in 
Arkansas — and so has the 
backlog of unfinished cases 
— amid a nationwide surge 
in legal permanent residents 
seeking citizenship through 
naturalization, a national re- 
port shows. 

While Arkansas contin- 
ues to see fewer applications 
than most of the country, 
its rate of growth over the 
past two years outpaced all 
but three states, according 
to federal data analyzed by 
a national group that helps 
immigrants complete the 
process. 

Citizenship unlocks the 
right to vote and eliminates 


the possibility of deporta- 
tion, two sources of motiva- 
tion that intensified during 
the 2016 presidential elec- 
tion campaign and the early 
months of Donald Trump’s 
presidency, said Mireya Re- 
ith, executive director of the 
advocacy group Arkansas 
United Community Coali- 
tion. 

The coalition is “connect- 
ing the dots for the immi- 
grant community between 
their concerns on policy 
conversations and the im- 
migrant vote — the Latino 
and Asian vote — here in 
Arkansas,” Reith said. “It’s as 
much as a vote and, now, in 
this moment, it’s deportation 
protection, because of the 

See CITIZENS, Page 8A 


Webb said they had been 
waiting outside at the front 
of the line for about an hour. 

Bush said it was more like 
three hours. 

When asked if they had 
other shopping plans, Webb 
said jokingly, “Our next stop 
is home.” 

Shenita Russell of Little 
Rock, another Black Friday 
shopper, said it seemed like 
fewer people this year are up 

See SHOPPERS, Page 8A 


UA OFFICIALS confident they'll 
land best candidates for coach 
and athletic director. Page 4C. 


Bielema,” Steinmetz said 
when asked if the outcome 
of the Missouri game would 
have affected the decision. “It 
could have. We truly want- 
ed to wait till the end and 
make a decision based on the 
whole season. There’s always 
a chance, and I’m one who 
wants completeness and to 
look at everything and every 
angle.” 

Bielema, 47, completed 
his fifth season with a 29-34 
record at UA, including 11-29 
in Southeastern Conference 


play and 8-22 against the con- 
ference’s West Division. His 
firing came nine days after 
UA fired Athletic Director 
Jeff Long for “convenience,” 
which many linked in part to 
the poor performance of the 
football team under Bielema. 
“Tve never been let go of 

in my entire life, so this is a 
first for me,” Bielema said in 
a news conference after Fri- 
day’s game. “I’ve had quite a 
few coaches that have moved 
on, and they always kind of 
say, whether it’s right, wrong 
or different, you want to leave 
the place better than when 
you got here. And I know 
that’s happened. There’s no 
See BIELEMA, Page 11A 


Egyptians flee 
mosque bomb, 


run into gunfire 


Sinai attack kills 235 


people 


as militants target Sufi sect 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS. 


CAIRO — Militants deto- 
nated a bomb inside a crowd- 
ed mosque Friday and then 
sprayed gunfire on panicked 
worshippers as they fled the 
building, killing at least 235 
people and wounding at least 
109 others. 

Officials called it the 
deadliest terrorist attack in 
Egypt’s modern history. 

The scale and ruthless- 
ness of the attack, in an 
area of the Sinai Peninsula 
wracked by an Islamic in- 
surgency, sent shock waves 
across the nation — not just 
for the number of deaths but 


also for the choice of target. 
Attacks on mosques are rare 
in Egypt, where the Islam- 
ic State has targeted Coptic 
Christian churches and pil- 
grims but avoided Muslim 
places of worship. 

The attack injected a new 
element into Egypt’s struggle 
with militants because most 
of the victims were Sufi Mus- 
lims, who practice a form of 
Islam that the Islamic State 
and other Sunni extremist 
groups deem heretical. And 
it underscored the failure 
of President Abdel-Fattah 
el-Sissi, who has insisted that 
he needs to crush political 
opposition to curb the threat 

See MOSQUE, Page 11A 


State OKs 121 plans 
for snowed-in pupils 


CYNTHIA HOWELL 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

No longer will a January 
ice storm or an April flood 
automatically push the end 
of an Arkansas school year 
into the heat of June to com- 
pete with graduations, va- 
cations, camps, baseball or 
even summer school. 

A total of 121 of the 
state’s traditional and char- 
ter school systems — almost 
half — now have for the first 
time plans for making school 
days out of days when snow, 
ice, high water, utility fail- 


ures and contagious disease 
cause school buildings to be 
closed. 

Thanks in part to technol- 
ogy but also to just planning 
ahead, students in many an 
iced-in Arkansas district 
this winter will have up to 
five days of paper and/or 
electronic lessons — along 
with email or phone access 
to their teachers — to occu- 
py a portion of their time at 
home. 

Act 862, passed by law- 
makers earlier this year, al- 

See SNOW, Page 12A 


Search for sub to go on 


et 


AP/ESTEBAN FELIX 


Relatives and friends of a crew member on an Argentine submarine missing in the South Atlantic 
since Nov. 15 embrace Friday at a naval base in Mar de Plata. Argentine President Mauricio Macri 
said Friday that an international search will continue for the submarine and its 44 crew members. 


